AudioValve Eklipse
Line-stage

The 52,000 AudioValve Eklipse
preamplifier is a German linefeve|
Pure Class A valve preamplifier with
seven line inputs, one line output and
it tape lnop. There is also a pseado
balanced XLR output, though the
duakmeno preamp itsell doesnt mn
alomg balanced lines,

Ananh! German build quality = vou
just can't fault it Here 38 a valve line-
level preamplifier, made with swathes
of clear Perspex and its buill to survive
i 9.5 on the Richter Scale, It weighs
20kg, thats mome than three stone in
old money and that makes it welgh
maore than most integrated amplifiers,
Al least the ones without valves,

Part of that massive bulld comes
fram the Smm thick lasercul chassis
thiat the doublesided, extremely solid
mmilkspec circuit boarnd rests on, That
motherboand is way out of the ordinary
tor w hidli company, Called FRY, its a 2oz,
jruire copper panel developod using
CADACAM software to produce a ciroull
board eampletely free from pointdo-
palnt wiring orsolder bridges. All the
signal and power tracks are entirely
separated by grounding tracks,
minimising crossdalk and nolse,

Its not just the solidity of build
that makes the preamplifies The
components that populate thal board
ure of the highest quality, too The
resistors are all 1% metal Glm or meas-
hensteeth Draloric NOS carbon designs.
The electrolytic capacitors are all by
passed by polvpropylene ones and
the motorised volume potentiometer
Is made by Alps: There & nosign of
a surtace-mounted compoenent al all.
The juice is fed via a custorm-macde
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160VA tartodal iransfarmer, so over
speceed (s mome like the sort found in
4 good, healthysounding integrated
amplilier

The Eklipse uses four identical tubes
from the ECCA2 family As standard, the
amplifier usesa quariet of 5159 tubes,
the leltmost anes being the input triodes
and the right-hand valves ame in the
outpul stage. OF course, as the manual
rightly paints out, the inpur riodes have
the greatest effect over the sounct of
the Eklipse preamplifier and
these should be given
the lions shane
of the revalve
burdget (vou
can use ECC82,
ECCRO2S or 6189
valves — and you
should pick the best
ONEs You canj,

There is a wonderful line in
thix manual which should be written
in stone for anyone altempting 1o use
a piece of consumer electronics, 1 reads
“Amyone, unable to comprehend the
Instructions stated in the owners manual
should nen operate the device” However,
thie instruction that "Children and
minars are not to use the device and
should be kept at a safe distanee from
the device while it is running” pushes
the envelope o noteh. This isa valve
pre-amplilien not a thermonuclear
warhead. On the other hand, (here s
twis dirty great holes in the top Perspoex
panel, presumably for ventilation. A kid
could easily end up putting a hand
insiche and grasp a valve or two and
burns or even electrocution could oocur
Maybe that waming is valid after all.

AudioValve should consider including
somie kind of grille over those almist-
exposed valves: it might not be prethy
bt it wouild be practical

The whole Perspex top-plate comes
off by undoing the four knured top
serews, This gives you
beteer arcess 1o
thi quarte)

if tubes, bs
well as the four
main foses and - as long
as you know whalt you are
daing = the ability ta adjust the
phise of the mains valtage. You can
also expenment with the sound quality
a bit: by rermoving the lid, the soumnd
becomes very shghtly more open of
the top-end at the expense of some
of the balted-down solidity, Its not
a hig difference, though,

L am not entirely comvineed by the
looks of the Eklipse: depending an vour
vitwpoint, it either looks fike good An
Dieco, or it looks like bad 1980s tack
All thist black and gold looks erribly
nouveau riche in the slick siboer 21s
Century SHill, it does drip luxury from
every pore, even I it does 50 in a lightly
garish mannet The four big gold knobs
o) the front panel include a function/
outpid selection knoby, which allows vou
W put the presamp inte standby and can
switch between outputs, although why
anyone other than a reviewer would



P choose to switch from balanced to
single#nded and back again during
normal opermtion escapes me, The
other three are source, volume and
balance respectively, and under the
oulpul and input selecton are s fow
of LEDs to show what source has been
selected. With big gold letiering
throughout, this does add to the
garishness of the product,

It eomes with a chunky RCA
remote control (it stll has RCA wrilten
on the body of the remote - a bil of
a giveawityl, which can adjisst volume
and switch sources, bul not much
else, The remote eve on
the front panel
alsor spems to be
less receptive
than most and
the meminte
Seems to work
through a pair
of AA batofes
in a surprisingly
short tme, Bul
as remotes and
valve pre-
amplifiers are
seeh logether
aboul as often
a5 Pamela Andemson
sees her own feel, any
Iorm af remote control should
be applauded

How do you tell a great valve pre-
amplifier from one bulll almost al
random from & pars bin? Simple, tum
it on, wick- it up 1o the max and listen
1o the noses the preamp makes, You
expect some hiss, natch, but mest pres
amplifiers have their own distinetive
hum and often make sounds that
remingd you of surfing instead of

Stravinsky The Eklipse is whisper qulet:

g0 much so that it makes you wonder
fuast how much of the hiss we associate
with valves really is-a lunction of the
circuit design. Effectively, for day o
day use, this preamplifier is free from
background noise; only a really good
solicd-state preamplifier is gaing to have

a lower noise floorn

One of the greal things abat the
AudioValve preamp is that there is
practically no running in required, ts
all done in the 48 hour soalk fest back
home in Germany, All it needs §s about
half an hour or so for the pre-amp to hit
its optimum thermal working conditions
That said, the Eklipse does bed down in
a new setting and sounds distinctly
better after 10 days or maore of sitting
comfortably in the
same place

If you do have very
itchy feet. though, AudioValve

usefully supphies & twovear transferable
warranty, s¢ | you decide vou don’t Hke
the Eklipse, the next owner need nol
worrry about losing a guarantee when
you sell it on

There won't be many warranties
transferred, though. This i a fine
piece of kit that will stay at the heart
ol a decent sterea system for years
and years. Its got characteristics that
warm (pun intended) listeners to
valve sounds allied to the san of
strengths that are more commonly
tound in solid-state technalogy

You get thal wonderful smooth
sheen of 2 smooth sounding valve
pre-amplifier, which brings the good
qualities out of anything you play
thrwuwgh it Whetherits Insane Clown
Posse scaring nest doors cat or Jessye

Norman singing Strauss’ Four List Songs,
the tone is mellifluous and enticing.
Yel it never becomes too roseinted; the
Strauss pisce, backed by Kurt Masur and
the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchesta, can
all oo casy to drilt into a sort of oplurme
Itk dream state, bul the ERlipse keeps
things in check beautifully

This smoothness also never once
gels in the way of the detailing, This is

avary defailed pre-amplilier, with
omily the slightest accent on the
bottom end, asif to give a hit

of an edoe 10 the bass
definition and keep
the rhythim section
bouncy There is
& bit of an LP12
Tk anid-biass
bloom that is
extremely
attractive, but
olten hides
a lack of
deep bass
substance,
Lsuat this 15 hard 1o test
unless vou have the sort of
genuinely fullrange speakers that ane
unlikely to be partnered with & twa
grand pre-amp, Otherwise, It is extremely
transparent and digs deep into the
information on disc.

S0 its warm, slightly bass-oriented
and very detailed - well, so far, so triode!
Where does the solidstate sound pan
kick in? Put simply; this has the sort of
hob-nail solidity bew valve pre-amplifies
achieve (and the few that are more solid
sounding have a price tag that wouldnt
look out of place on a vearold Tovata),
Put on something audiophillic, like the
Pead Man Walking soundtrack, and you
got to hear Tom Waits standing right in
front of you, in a real physical space;
resalutely refusing to move thmughou
the sang, Its so palpable, you feel that
the only way he'll move is by opening
it battle of Jim Beam in the next rmoom
Even images 1o the far extremes of the
soundstage are bolted down; the guitar
in this passage olten drifsaround



P the leit speaker, bul here it was precisely

nailed in place
The scundstaging Is extremely good
too, although not in the image depth
manner normally associated with
hollow-state technology Instead, the
AudicValve Eklipse throws out & wide,
big and rich soundstage, far broader
than your speakers normally mproduce
It even has some image height, bt
image depth is shightly foreshortened
It hias good image depth, but not the son
ol cavernous, walk-in

soundstage vou
wonld expisct when plaving
the SoltiMahler St Symphony, Instead,
the imagery is confined to the limits of
the room and only seems 1o reach o bit
behind the speakers

It's shoddy joumalism to deseribe
one product by comparing it to the
charactenstics of another, better known
product. So let me be drisssed in the
finest shoddy for a moment = this
provduct is so EAR-iKe its impossible
ter bt the similarty passed unnoticed,
Everything about it; from the bullet-proof
bsile, through the ahsence of hiss
or noise, right on o the total solidity
and integrity of the soundstage, is
reminiscent of the sort of pre-amplifier
Tim de Paravincini excelsat. Ulimately,
its warmer than EAR designs, but that

may be no bad thing for many listeners,
All this 1alk of nailed-down solidity
and fidelity to the 1onal balance and
soundstage placement of Instruments,
one might be forgiven for thinking the
Eklipse 15 somehow boring. Or at the
very least “worthy, vet dull”. Wrong!
While the pre-amplifier isn't the Evel
KEnievel of the audio world, It s
exciting and dynamic and makes you
jump when the music does, The almost
ghoattal stops in "Kill You' from Eminem’s
The Marshall Matters LP strike oot like
being hit by o baseball bat and the
Tunmaeofbensive lyries leave yoll
half smiling,

hall hiding and

hall confused (Yes, thats three

halves, but as | abways say there are only
three kinds of people in the world; those
who understand mathermatics, and those
whin don't).

Let’s be entirely honest about the
Eklipse It is a very fine, warm vet solid
sounding line-level presamplifiers,
perfectly priced 1o challenge the sort
of valve and transistor preamplifiers
coating anywhere batween 51,000 and
about £3.000, Upping the pre-amp anle
gets you a considerably less colored
sound and even more detail and
dynamic rmnge, without sacrificing the
salidity- and enjoyable sound of the

Eklipse. Bul to eriticke a 52 000 produc
for nied being a & 10,000 product & stupid,
For the price, this is a real honey
The AudioValve Eklipse should
be the son of electronics musicians
use to listen (o music. Bul, experience
has taught anvone in the hi-fi business
that most musicians listen to music on
the wemrst, cheapest and often nastiest
hifl around and would never consider
shelling out good money for something
as musically excellent as the Eklipse.
Shame really, this preamp runs silent,
s deep and digs up all the musical
dletail you could wish for, without
presenting it like something so cold
and dead and wet that vou can never
be sure whether to listen 1ot ar
filket, atver and [ry it This really
does tread the right path between
solid-state and valve sound. If you
like the charactenstics ol both,
AurclioValve's pre-amp is-a hard
pricuct to eclipse.

»efp

TECHMNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Type: Dl rreema valve
lie-%lage
Inpuits; 7% Sangle-ended line in

1 Skngle-ended line aul
[+XLA o 1|.h|hnrr|!ﬁ
1x tape loop
Output Impedance:  3000hms
Cutput Level; 15V man,
Nerise: (.CFRmy
Valume podie Gmiter)
Vahet Limwe-ympr dx G189
Aaifitinmal Funciions: Stomftw, mule,
remale coniml

Dirserisins (WxH=D) 42008 302320 mm

Weight: 200 kg

Price: L2000

UK Distribartor:
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